Opposition to FCC MD Docket 20-270 as related to 
the proposed fees to the Amateur Radio Service 


In summary: 


Amateur radio operators consistently give of their time and effort with no pecuniary 
interest (per Part 97 rules), unlike almost all other services, many of which are for-profit 
agencies and can absorb such costs by increasing their own fees or rates. Amateurs 
participate in federal (FEMA), state, and local emergency management training, as well as 
participating in community events, all on their own time and expense. Additionally, all 
equipment is the responsibility of, and provided by, the amateurs themselves, again at their 
own expense. The proposed fee structure will place an unnecessary burden upon those 
licensees already active within amateur radio, as well as presenting a daunting expense for 
those wishing to attain their licenses and gain entry into this unique service. 

Since the Amateur Radio Service is clearly defined as a noncommercial radio service 
under CFR Title 47 § 97.1(a) it should be exempt from ALL fees. However, there would be no 
opposition to the proposed $50 fee for vanity call signs as these are not necessary to the 
fundamental purpose of the Amateur Radio Service, and may actually prevent abuse of the 
current vanity call sign system by unscrupulous individuals. 

Under no circumstances can we accept, as reasonable, the proposed fees to modify 
(upgrade) or renew a license. This would lead to many never choosing to enter the Amateur 
Radio Service, and potentially cause current licensees to forego upgrading beyond their initial 
license privileges or leaving the service entirely once their license is up for renewal. 


All details of our opposition are highlighted below, following the section of the docket it 
relates to: 


b. Personal Licenses 

24. Personal license services include Amateur Radio Service (used for recreational, noncommercial 
radio services), Ship licenses (used to operate all manner of ships), Aircraft licenses (used to 

operate all manner of aircraft), Commercial Radio Operator (permits for ship and aircraft station 
operators, where required), and General Mobile Radio Service (used for short-distance, two-way voice 
communications using hand-held radios, as well as for short data messaging applications). With personal 
radio services, an applicant’s initial application for authorization seeks shared use of certain spectrum 
bands, or a permit required for operation of certain radio equipment. In either case, these applications 
focus only on eligibility and do not require technical review. As such, there is no construction 
requirement (or related filings) and renewal filings are non-technical as well. For these reasons, 
applications in these services are highly automated and should be subject to the same assessment of fees. 
In 2019, the Commission received over 197,000 personal license applications. We note that, while the 
statute previously limited the Commission’s authority to charge fees only for specific services listed in the 
Act, the RAY BAUM’S Act now requires the Commission to collect fees from several previously 
uncharged services. As such, several services in the personal licenses category will be subject to new 
fees. One such example is Amateur Radio Service licenses, which were not listed on the fee schedule in 
section 8 of the Act, but are now subject to fees under the broader mandate of the RAY BAUM’s Act. 


25. We propose and seek comment on adopting the following cost-based fees for these 
applications—and we give as an example the current fees for one type of personal license, General 
Mobile Radio Service, or GMRS. All fees are per call sign unless otherwise noted. 
Type of Personal Licensing 

Application 

Current Fee for General 

Mobile Radio Service 

Cost-based Fee 

New license, modification $70 $50 

Minor modification n/a $50 

Special temporary authority $70 $135 

Rule waiver $210 $50 

Renewal $70 $50 


26. We estimate that the Commission’s resources in processing an application for STA 

consist of program analyst review and processing, engineer technical review, and supervisor coordinate 
action with management. Our estimate is that this process involves $135 in costs. We estimate that the 
Commission’s resources in processing an application for rule waiver consist of program analyst review 
and processing. Our estimate is that this process involves $50 in costs. 


27. Other applications for personal licenses are mostly automated and do not have 

individualized staff costs for data input or review. For these automated processes—new/major 
modifications, renewal, and minor modifications—we propose a nominal application fee of $50 due to 
automating the processes, routine ULS maintenance, and limited instances where staff input is required. 
Although there is currently no fee for vanity call signs in the Amateur Radio Service, we find that such 
applications impose similar costs in aggregate on Commission resources as new applications and 
therefore propose a $50 fee. 


28. For administrative updates modifications, which also are highly automated, we find that it 
is in the public interest to encourage licensees to update their information without a charge. We thus 
propose no application fee for administrative updates modifications. 


29. In instances where an applicant elects to receive a physical license by mail (including 

requests for a duplicate license), the Commission incurs costs for printing and mailing the duplicate 
authorization. The Commission has proposed to eliminate these services3i—but to the extent the 
Commission does not do so, we propose a fee of $50 to cover the costs of these services. 


30. We seek comment on these proposals. 


B. Exemptions 

220. Among the changes made by the RAY BAUM’s Act is the inclusion of noncommercial 

radio station and television station licensees as statutorily exempt from fees.187 Because this new 
statutory exemption codifies the regulatory exemption found in section 1.1116 of the Commission’s rules, 
no amendment to the rule in regard to noncommercial radio station and television station licenses is 
necessary. Congress did not otherwise add further exemptions to the statutory list of exempt entities and 
therefore we do not propose further exemptions to section 1.1116 here. We further note that because 
Congress elected not to update the list of application fees, but instead directed the Commission to do so, 
applications that were previously not subject to fees will now be subject to fees under our proposals 
above. If additional exemptions are sought by commenters, we direct commenters to provide relevant 
authority and/or legislative history that would support modifying the limited Congressional list of 
exemptions. Moreover, commenters should address the legal effect of the limited list of exemptions 
adopted by Congress. 


18747 U.S.C. §158(d)(1)(C) 


We hope that you reconsider the proposed fee structure as it relates to the Amateur Radio 
Service and amend the NPRM accordingly. 


Respectfully, 


Warminster Amateur Radio Club (on behalf of our 114 members) 


